What is Alliteration?

Alliteration is the repetition of a leading vowel or
consonant sound in a phrase.
Alliteration can take the form of assonance, the repetitiofi
of a vowel, or consonance, the repetition of a consonant;
however, unlike a strict definition of alliteration, both
assonance and consonance can regularly occur within words
as opposed to being limited to the word's initial sound.
Some critics hold the opinion that the term "alliteration”
applies just as accurately to phonetic repetitions that
occur elsewhere than the initial position (first letter),
sometimes falling on later syllables, yet retaining
alliterative properties due to the form of the example's
meter, which, through affecting the syllable's stress may

' .,~ Le-mtensity of the initial.




What is Alliteration?

The free bipd thinks of another breeze.

Peter Piper picked a peck of plekled peppers.
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ALLITERATION IN POETRY, PROSE, DRAMA
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Figure of Speach

aAssSONANCE

Sound Device

This is the repetition of identical or similar
VOWEL SOUND in a series of words,
phrases and/or syllables.

f ‘ Clap your

hands
and stamp
s »  your feet.

o

“Try to light the fire”

“ltheats ... as it
Sweeps...asit
cleans!”



ONANC




(onsonance

* The repetition of consonant sounds in close
succession within a line or lines of a poem

— sounds can be anywhere in the words

— The snake silently slithered across the grass.

 The repetition of the “s” sound appears at different
places in the words, not just the beginning.



examples

ODon’t eat in that tent
OSome mammals are clammy

OThe lumpy bumpy road




Sidlers

She calls me tofu
because [ am so soft,
easily falling apart.

[ wish [ were tough

and full of fire, like ginger—
like her.

A Suitcase of Seaweed and other poems
© 1996 Janet Wong. All rights reserved.




Anaphora

« What is anaphora?

—A type of parallelism created when
phrases or lines begin with the same
words.

—The repetition can be as simple as a
single word or as long as an entire
phrase.



I-or those who ran in the streets.
there were no faces to welcome them back.

Jose escaped and loved the war.

I-or those who swam with bitterness
of a scorched love,
there was a rusted car to work on.

I-or those who merely passed
and reclined in prayer,
there were the tower and the cross.



My heart is like a singing bird
Whose nest is in a water'd shoot;
My heart is like an apple-tree
Whose boughs are bent with thickset fruit;
My heart is like a rainbow shell
That paddles in a halcyon sea;
My heart is gladder than all these
Because my love is come to me.

Raise me a dais of silk and down;
Hang it with vair and purple dyes;
Carve it in doves and pomegranates,
And peacocks with a hundred eyes;
Work it in gold and silver grapes,
In leaves and silver fleurs-de-lys;
Because the birthday of my life
Is come, my love is come to me.



